LPM is a two-year program that is taught and
administered by capable leaders and faculty, and
related to local needs. The program takes into
account the musician's need for liturgical
education and spiritual formation, as well as
musical skills. It is intended to include interekte
clergy, to build community and to result in
continuing collegiality among those participating.

LPM began as a way to help musicians in small
Episcopal churches. Under the direction of
Marilyn Keiser, Carol Doran and Raymond
Glover, the original design of LPM was created.

In 1999, the Evangelical Lutheran Church in
America became a partner. In 2005, the
Presbyterian Association of Musicians joined us,
followed by the United Church of Christ
Musicians Association in 2006. This ecumenical
union has resulted in revising the curriculum and
creating an exciting plan for cooperative
programming.

To date, more than 553 certificates have been
awarded through more than 40 programs
nationally. Participants from many denominations
have found LPM to be helpful in the worship life
of their churches.

The program seeks to respond to many concerns:

Church musicians working in small churches
struggle with new ways of doing things and new
materials.

Young people and others, who have the
potential skills to be a congregation's musician,
but need encouragement and support.

Established musicians value an opportunity to
gather and learn from one another and establish a
network of support for their ministries.

Pastors and laity with an interest in the music
of the church need a boost to their worship lives.

The program can be taken in part or whole; in
other words, you can take only the classes that
meet your needs. However if all course

requirements are met, the LPM Certificate in

Church Music is awarded at the successful
completion of the program.

Classes call on participants' imagination and
creativity, asking them to explore the different
opportunities music in worship presents, such as
diverse ethnic repertoires and styles and music's
role in evangelism, parish liturgy, and parish.life
Attention is particularly given to the needs and
ways of smaller churches.

The program's ultimate goals are to give
participants an increased commitment to music
ministry, and self worth as lay ministers, to
improve their musical, pastoral, and leadership
skills, and to expand their own and their parishes'
visions of the variety of music and leadership
practices.

LPM curriculum is now available to coordinators
online. This enables updates that can more easily
be made available to those who need it. In 2007-
2008, revisions toLiturgy, Philosophy Guitar
track of Leadership of Congregational Sorg
Hymnodyhave been or will be completed.

For more information, contact
Anna Leppert-Largent,
Coordinator-Consultant

989-791-3025

or [pm-online@sbcglobal.net

or visit www.lpm-online.org

“LPM prepares capable, confident
worship leaders who will enable their

congregations to sing well and take
their part in the liturgy of the church.”

A COMPREHENSIVE ACCESSIBLE
COURSEOF STUDY LEADING TO THE

LPM
Certificate
in Church Music

A Cooperative Project of the Episcopal Church,
Evangelical Lutheran Church in America,
Presbyterian Association of Musicians, and

United Church of Christ Musicians Association

Visit our website at
www.lpm-online.org
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In order to be effective in music ministry, one inus

know what one wants to accomplish. This course

helps focus that knowledge. The culmination of thi
course is that participants produce their own emitt
philosophy of church music. This course was
completely revised in 2007.
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The goal is to equip organists, keyboard players,

The worship of the Chrisﬁan community is
fundamentally the gathering of God's people, preapt

guitarists and cantors (vocal leaders) who need by the Holy Spirit, centered on the proclamatiorthf

training in church music to lead congregationalgson
with sensitivity, enthusiasm, confidence and joy.

Practical assignments include teaching and leading to Christian worship, never an ornament.

Word of God and the celebration of the sacramehts o
Holy Baptism and the Holy Eucharist. Music is intgg
Matsrial

the group in Singing music of many different types covered in this course reflect the crucial Iinkage

and styles.
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Completed revised in 2008, there are three goals:
- To establish an understanding of what

constitutes the Church's song from textual,
musical, liturgical and historical vantage points.

To understand hymnody from a perspective
beyond that of one's own denomination.

To gain a practical working knowledge of the
resources found in various hymnals and their
appendices, supplements, and other
collections and supplements.

related

between the liturgy and its music, both of whichvee
God and the people of God in worship. This course
was completely revised in 2007.
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The course is divided into two sections: 1/basic
conducting for church musicians, and 2/voice tragni
for choirs. The first is designed to insure that al
participants acquire basic conducting skills while
including material that will challenge and refineet
technique of experienced conductors. The second is
based on the belief that all singers can improve by
understanding their instrument and learning proper
vocal technique.
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This course teaches the importance of teaching new
music to congregations and provides the necessary
skills. Musical leaders learn to engage their
congregation's attention and inspire participation.
Classes are devoted to participants' practice tegch
their classmates.
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These classes cover practical concerns such as
handbells, children/youth choirs, planning music fo
worship, simplifying music for particular situatign
and developing skills in critical thinking and aysb

to help in decision-making. It offers a

tremendous wealth of resources for the local
congregation. It also looks at the working
situation in congregations, and at the help we
need for our jobs, local resources, networks,
and collegial assistance.

LPM C OORDINATOR AND
RECERTIFICATION TRAINING
Complete details can be found on the website.

Coordinators are the heart and soul of local
LPM programs. They start, organize, and run
the programs along with an assisting committee
of dedicated, like-minded individuals committed
to empowering music and worship. This training
is designed to provide coordinators with the
information, materials and skills they need to
run a successful program. These tools include an
overview of the LPM curriculum (those
completing the training will receive a pass code
to access the curriculum online), how to start a
program, fund raising, publicity, marketing,
how to recruit students and faculty, teaching
strategies, how to coordinate with other church
entities to reach the maximum pool of
participants in your area, online access to
curriculum and other materials, LPM website,
etc. Scholarships are available for this training.

MARTI RIDEOUT SCHOLARSHIP
for Students in Local LPM Programs
This scholarship covers tuition in local programs.
For complete information, application form,
FAQs, and past recipients, see the website.
Application due date is June 1 each year.

LPM W ORKSHOPS “ON THE ROAD”

Led by National LPM Board and Friends
“Workshops that can be offered in local church
settings to help church leaders empower worship”

See the LPM website for complete details.

What's in it for me?These are workshops on
topics of practical interest to persons leading
music in an intensive, one-day workshop setting
at your church. Workshops cover a lot of material
in a short time.

Who leads the workshop&PM Board members
and others who have taught LPM courses and
have dealt with smaller church situations. The
length of the workshops varies depending upon
the situation and local needs.

Who should come?nyone interested in music
and liturgy in the church — musicians, pastors,
worship leaders, choir members — should come
no matter what church they attend. Plan a lunch
time for fellowship and conversation. It's a great
time to meet other church musicians and learn
from each other.




